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TACTICAL RIFLES
M40 T7 CHIMERA

GUN TEST

7.62MM

by Paul Markel

State of the art Sub-Moa 
Sniper rifle that iS 
born and built for battle! B

ack when the MOA standard 
became vogue and folks started 
rating rifles as “1 MOA,” a rifle 
sold as “sub-MOA” was pretty 
impressive. MOA is actually a bit 

subjective, I believe Jeff Cooper once 
said if you are worried about tight shot 
groups, fire one round and measure 
from center to center. Some folks will 
fire three shots and call it good, some 
fire four and subtract one to minimize 
human error, some will shoot five and 
deduct one for the same reason. 

Whatever the preferred method or 
standard, when you hear this rifle or that 
advertised as an “MOA gun” the maker 
is telling you that it will shoot consistent 
groups into an inch from 100 yards. 
Manufacturer often proof their precision 
rifles by benching them in some sort of 

gun vice or from sandbag rests. 
Tactical Rifles guarantees their rifles 

to hold ½-MOA when fired from a sand-
bag rest with match grade ammunition. 
That’s a pretty bold claim, but when you 
build rifles from the ground up you can 
not only make that claim but you can 
back it up. 

Gun Details
For years Tactical Rifles has been 

building quality bolt and semi-auto guns 
using some of the best parts available 
from a variety of vendors. While they still 
purchase many items from outside ven-
dors, Tactical Rifles now manufactures 
many of their own components in house.   

Featured on this rifle is the brand 
new Chimera action manufactured by 
Tactical Rifles. The robust, stainless 

steel, match grade receiver incorpo-
rates a dual-lug, spiral cut fluted bolt. 
An “over-sized” tactical bolt knob is 
found on the handle. Atop the action is 
a Mil-Std-1913 Picatinny scope rail. The 
bolt release is found on the left rear of 
the receiver. 

At the base of the action you will 
find Tactical Rifle’s own heavy-duty 
floorplate with triggerguard. The floor-
plate accepts a detachable 5-round 
magazine that is standard. Shooters 
can order a 10-round version keeping in 
mind that it does stick out of the base a 
few inches. 

Inside the action TR has installed 
and tuned a match grade, single-stage 
trigger. The adjustable trigger is set 
for 2.75 pound from the shop. While 
benchrest guys like to measure their 

The author breaking in the M40 rifle.

Tactical Rifles’ M40 T7 
Chimera chambered in .308.

“For years Tactical Rifles 
has been building quality 
bolt and semi-auto guns 
using some of the best 
parts available from 
a variety of vendors.”

A Leupold Mark IV LR/T 
riflescope helped ensure 
sub-MOA shot groups.

Match grade 
.308 ammo came 
from Black Hills, 

Federal, Hornady, 
Remington, and 

Winchester.



58   SPECIAL WEAPONS/APRIL 2010    SPECIAL WEAPONS/APRIL 2010   59

FULL 
PAGE 

AD

tactical rifles m40 t7 chimera 7.62mm

(continued on page 92)

trigger pull in ounces, 2.75 pounds is just 
right for field applications. I wouldn’t want 
a lighter pull on a tactical/fighting rifle. 

On the right side of the action just 
above the bolt handle you will find a stan-
dard manual safety lever.  Back for safe, 
forward to fire.  

Meticulously fitted to the action is 
a stainless steel .30 caliber barrel with 
single point cut rifling 1-in-10-inch twist. 

Barrel length is 18 inch-
es, and is chambered or 
“reamed” for the M852 
cartridge. 

The M852 is the US 
Military designation 
for the match grade 
168-grain OTM (Open 
Tip Match) load. Yes, 
we laymen have known 
this for years to be the 
Boat-Tail Hollow Point. 
However, thanks to the 
Hague Accords, we 
don’t kill enemy com-
batants with “hollow-
point” ammunition. The 
OTM round is designed 
for “superior ballistic 
stability” not grievous 

wounding. Nonetheless, talk with profes-
sional sharpshooters and they will tell 
you that the ballistic stability of the OTM 
works quite well on the receiving end.    

Out in front of the barrel you will notice 
the SureFire compensator. In addition to 
functioning as an effective muzzle brake, 
the SureFire comp is designed to accept 
a SureFire suppressor, specifically their 
model FA762SS.

The action and barrel are bedded into 
Tactical Rifles’ T7 carbon fiber/fiberglass 
blend stock. This stock has a deep pistol 
grip, a raised comb, and is flat under 
the forearm and at the stock belly for 
enhanced stability. A single sling stud 
is installed up front for the addition of a 
bipod. On the left side you will find sling 
mount points fore and aft built in to the 
stock. A rubber buttpad is a nice addition. 
The stock is built like a tank and design 
to take field abuse and keep on going. 
Length of pull is 13.75 inches. 

The metal parts on the rifle are coated 
with Extreme Environment “Dark Earth” 
finish. A digital desert pattern adorns the 
stock. Black, OD green and various other 
camouflage patterns are available. 

Optics
An essential asset to any precision rifle 

project is the optical sight. It makes little 
sense to invest in a quality long gun and 
mount an inferior or bargain store scope 
on it. For this review I used a new model 
from Leupold. The scope in question is 
the Mark IV LR/T M1. Magnification is 
4.5 to 14 power with a 50mm objective 
lens. A 30mm tube is used. The elevation 

Note the dual-lug, fluted, spiral cut bolt of the Chimera action.
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turret on this model is dedicated to the 
168-grain .308 load with 1 click / 1 MOA 
adjustments. The windage knob uses 
half MOA adjustments and there is a side 
focus knob on the left side. 

Inside the glass is the Leupold “Tacti-
cal Milling Reticle” or TMR. Mil-Dot or 
Duplex reticles are available as well. This 
Mark IV riflescope adds 22 ounces to the 

gun and is just over a foot long at 12.5 
inches. Leupold 30mm rings were used to 
mount the optic to the rifle. As this goes 
to print Tactical Rifles will be offering their 
own Alloy/ Titanium scope rings. These 
are completely rust-free, light-weight, and 
sleeker than most designs.    

 
range time

All the cool pieces and parts in the 
world are nice, but the proof comes 
when you hit the range. Every rifle, 
regardless of manufacture tends 
to favor certain loads over others. 
Some rifles also favor certain lots 
from the same manufacturer. The 
only way to test your gun’s appetite 
is to get to the range and try out 
several loads. 

Match grade .308 ammunition 
from Black Hills, Federal, Hornady, 
Remington and Winchester were 
tested during this review. All loads 
were 168-grain BTHP projectiles 
with the addition of a 168-grain 
AMAX load from Hornady. 

This isn’t my first go round with 
a Tactical Rifle gun. I knew that I 
could expect phenomenal ac-
curacy and consistency from the 
rifle. To give the rifle a thorough 
review I blocked off three separate 
range days to really wring it out. 
My initial chronographing chores 
produced predictable results. All 
loads recorded speeds within 2,500 
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For More InForMatIon

TacTical Rifles 
877-811-4867, tacticalrifles.net

BlackHawk
800-694-5263, blackhawk.com

leupold 
800-538-7653, leupold.com

suRefiRe
800-828-8809, surefire.com 

TACTICAL RIFLES M40 T7 CHIMERA 7.26MM

SpecificationS>

peRfoRMance>

caliBeR: 7.62x51mm/.308
BaRRel: 18 inches
oa lengTH: 39 inches
weigHT: 95 pounds (empty)
sTocks: Fiberglass
sigHTs: None
acTion: Chimera bolt
finisH: Dark earth Extreme Environment
capaciTy: 5-shot mag
pRice: Call for pricing

     

  VelociTy accuRacy 
load
Black Hills 168 BtHP  2,609 0.475
Federal Gold Medal Match 168 BtHP 2.536 0.452
Hornady Match 168 BtHP  2,558 0.312
Hornady 168 aMaX 2,612 0.450
remington Premier Match 168 BtHP 2,535 0.467
Winchester Supreme Match 168 BtHP 2,538 0.244  

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet per second (fps) by Shooting Chrony F1 
and accuracy in inches for best 3-shot group from 100 yards.

▼ ▼

to 2,600 fps (feet per second). This might 
seem a bit slow for those of you shooting 
22- or 24-inch rifles, but from an 18-inch 
barrel its right on the mark.

While this rifle is a precision tuned 
instrument, it is not a “benchrest” gun. I 
dispensed with the idea of locking it up in 
a table rest or rifle vice. Though I did fire 
off of a concrete range table, the only rest 
I used was my field pack with a Black-
Hawk padded rest attached to it. Were 
this rifle headed off to war a field pack or 
bipod would be all the stability it would 
have available.   

 I was not surprised to find that the 
scope had already been zeroed when the 
gun arrived from Florida. Tactical Rifles 
does not let a gun leave the shop without 
running some test laps first. Depending 
on the load, I had to adjust a click or two 
here or there, but otherwise it was “X” 
ring from the word go. 

Bottom line up front, every load 
regardless of manufacturer posted 3-shot 
groups below half-MOA. From a personal 
standpoint, I had a few called flyers, shots 
out of the group. I knew however, which 
ones were my fault.  

Truth be told, the gun had me spoiled. 
It got to the point where if the shot holes 
weren’t touching I’d be mad at myself. 
I had a few groups where the first two 
shots key holed into one oblong hole. I 
hesitated to fire a third shot for fear of 
spoiling a great group.  

All of the three-shot patterns were 
measured center to center with a digital 
caliper. While the Winchester load nudged 
out the others for top ranking, all loads 
performed well. I would not hesitate to 
zero the gun with any of them.  

The name of the game is consistency. 
If you are able to put three rounds into 
a 1x1-inch box at 100 yards, each and 
every time you get behind the rifle that is 
consistency. 

In addition to paper targets, I moved 
on to steel reactive targets at 250 and 
350 yards. Once the elevation was dialed 
in hits came with predictable regularity. 
From a practical standpoint I engaged 
a Porta Target “Hi-Power Silhouette” at 
350 yards. The “Hi-Power” is actually 
two-thirds the size of a normal silhouette 
target so it’s a bit more challenging. The 
Tactical Rifles M40 banged it time and 
again, no problem. 

final Notes
As the old saying goes, “we sell no 

wine before its time”.  If you want a cus-
tom built precision gun from Tactical Rifles 
you need to get your deposit in sooner 

rather than later. It takes time to build 
a quality product and they aren’t going 
to shortcut the process. Expect several 
months for your gun to be built. 

Is it worth the wait? From a personal 
standpoint I would say that it definitely is. 
You’ve got to be able to appreciate a qual-
ity rifle though. If your marksmanship skills 
are not up to par you won’t be able to tell 
the difference between a TR M40 and a 
rifle off the rack at your local gun shop. 

Buying a Ferrari doesn’t make you a 
racecar driver any more than buying a 
$3,000 rifle makes you a Marine Corps 
Sniper. Put the time in and hone your 
skills. If you already have the skills then 
Tactical Rifles has a gun for you.

The Tactical Rifle manufactured floor 
plate accepts detachable mags.

SureFire compensator functions as an  
effective muzzle brake and allows the 
rapid attachment of their .308. 

The Winchester Match load produced 
a quarter-MOA group.

SW

Tactical Rifles’ Chimera action includes 
a Mil-Std-1913 Picatinny rail.


